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Preface to the 5th Issue
Warm Greetings of the Holi and the Spring!!!

{LINRY3A | LIISIFNB G2 0S Y2NB 0SkdziAFdzA GKA& GAYS & i
trauma ofthe COVID 19 pandemic. We wish that Spring and the colotislohave added incessant happiness to
your life and indomitable spirit to your academic and professional activities. We wish that our photographer
friends and colleagues have resumed their journey to capture the beauty and varieties of the world. \We, at t
Wildlife Photography Association of India (WPAI), are pleased to come up with"thiesBe ofthe WPAI
Newsletter to bring more exposure to your photograpigyated activities.

Macro Photography is a popular genre of photography that enables us jty ¢he minute details of smaller
objects likethe interior of flowers,smallinsects, water drops, etc that mostly remain unnoticed in our naked eyes.
Dinesh Verma, a passionate photographer and an expert in Macro Photography discusses the object anc
techy Alj dz§ 2F al ONR t K 2AitafMNdrolBRobogrdply KoARal K- NIKASCRINR Sé& | Yy R |
IS SELXIAya K2g | ALISOATAO 2o6-25108R é& Matzh ey Iokodinglsade S R
techniques related to distance amdepth sensingHe illustrates the technique of Macro Photography and the
post-processing of photographs through a series of his Macro photographs of different objects of Nature.

Born in Colorado, and brought up in Germany, Jeoyis RUFF fourtds passionfor photography at the age of

10. The photographer brings a vivid detail of his groagtt  LIK 2 (i 2 3 NJ LIK Fb\oriley Thénie &> 1€ NISA
author has delineated his fauate themes of photography that include lost places, night photographymal,

and nature. He shares his experience of how his close observation of animals such as toads, lizards, birds, and ra
insects for hours helped him to capture the Flora and Fauna of his adjacent land so perfectly. The author cherishe
a special interst in photographing the interior of lost places thatvegallen into ruin or going to be demolished.
RUFF likes to play with the mystery of lightsnight using the long exposure of his camera. He brings some
specimens of his night photography that rezhiser various cityscapes in completely new ways.

Technology is continuously changing and simplifying our ways of living life. The introductimnstim and trim
Mirrorless Camera with almost similar technology and more advanced features than theomadibulky DSLR
camera has brought NE @2t dziA2y Ay 2dzNJ 22dz2NySé 27F LIKNErio2td NI LIK
Mirrorlesst > Kl a4 RA&a0dz2aSR GKA& 3INIYRdzZhf GNIXyaadraAzy FNRY
transition from manual tocauto-focus and from film to digital photography. Sapru has noted that this transition
hardly bothers the users to adapb the new technology because popular brands like Nikon or Canon have
structured the menu and buttons in the mirrorless cameras alnsostlar to their DSLR versions.

The 5th Issue ofhe WPAI Newsletter has added some excellent pHewmture articles by noted photography
FNIA&adGa 2y FSadAgdrta | yRoithhkh @B8Racd LIIKEASKER VYdzaBdR S .
illustrations of a unique festival named Moichara or Bull Race that is celebrated by the farmers in Canning block of
South 24 Parganas district in West Bengal, India. The primary purposés dD€hyear§Xestival is to test the
capacity of the bulls befdS (G KS &Sl az2y 27F KI NISApng $king 0 $BA &S T¢ KS
NEO2dzyia (GKS | dziK2NR& SELISNASYOS 2F {1AAYy3 Ay RATFT
author recommend$avinga fast cameraespecially witrauto-focus to capture the unigue moments of skiing.
éGypsies in Romania and Euragpe 6 & ¢A02NJ WFE {126 LINSaASyda Fy SiKyz23aNt
to as Gypsies) who mostly live in different parts of Southern and Eastern Europe, WestarrLdtfi America,
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Southern America, anthe Southern part of the Middle East. The article interrogates the possible migration of
Roma people from their rostin the Indian subcontinent to different parts of the West and the Middle East. The
series of phobdgraphs reflect different aspects of their life, child bringing, migration, nomadic adventure, vocations
SGiO0d ¢ KS yaBdsdape lANDVe®iéNS 6@ ! aA & {dzZNJ NBRSTAySa GKS 38,
provides valuable insiglimto the perfecton in it. Sur points out some important factors like composition, lighting,
camera and lens, and filters to treat with importance in landscape photography. He also gives somdritesight
how to use natural objects likde sky and human figures in landgeaphotography perfectly.

¢KS 02y Of dzBdjay HestivaNli o &t Sy &1 Si4 t | dz G6Stfa GKS Kimed2 NE
Gajan Festival which is celebrated on Clag@ankranti (the ending day of Bengali Year). Through detailed analysis
and a series of catchy photographs, the article depicts the restricted lives of Gajan Sanyasis and their spiritua
devotion to the deities through piercing different parts of their bodies.

We are overwhelmed to receive so many rich and insightful estiof different genres of photography for th& 5

issue ofthe WPAI Newsletter. We are grateful to all the contributors, readers,-wishers, members of WPAI,
photographers and photography lovers for supporting us since the beginning of our journey oW lave to

hear your feedback and suggestions so that we can enrich our newsletter for the sake of more academic anc
artistic interaction. Wish you a caldul and rewardingphotography careeahead!!!

Thanking you

Chitrangad Kumar
Editor
WPAI Newsletr
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Art of Macro Photography

by Dinesh Verma

Passionate about photography, Dinesh VeriRagional Manager with a Public Sector Insurance

Company, has been pursuing his hobby for quite some time. He loves capturing Nature in an

be it flowers, landscapes, rain drops, birds. His interest in nature makes him travel to various

places. Hisnajor area of interest is Macro photography. Portraiture, fashion photography and

architectural photography are his new areas of interest.

He has to his credit two Solo Shows at India Habitat Centre, New Delhi and two in Chandigar

Apart from this, he has participated in several group shows organized by Photographic Socie

Chandigarh and various other group exhibitions at Chandigarh, Karnal, Chennai etc.

He was also part of the 8 member team to visit and shoot in Telangan&foffee Table book

GeStFyAEY I+ AYRAT W2dz2NYySeé Lzt AAKSR o0& t Kj

AYAGALIGA@GS 2F GKS 5SLINIYSYyd 2F ! NI g [/ dz
DineshVerma { KNB&KGl . KI N} & t NP IrgoiveyhB8itubongitttough Kid phdtogriiphs. Y

What is Macro photography?

Closeup means you're just shooting from a short distance from the subject. You can use virtually any lens to

achieve closaip photos. Macro means you're taking super clogps of objects at 1:1 or greater. Meaning, the

size of the image on your sensorddj dz £ G2 GKS aA1 S 2F (GKS 262800 @&2dz

than life-sized.

Pic-1
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Why Macro photography:

You can create a large detailed image of a small object that is normally too so small and thus not clear to the
naked eye lik an insect, water drops, interior of a flower etc. You are able to show to the world the minutest
beauty that most of the people normally skip.

It is easily manageable anywhere and thus its popularity amongst beginners as well as professionals.

One can snply try macro by adding a diopter lens to the front of the existing standard lens which would impart a
fair degree of magnification; one can even use extension tubes between the normal lens and the camera body;
one can also acquire a set of macro bellcavgl place them between lens and body or one can try by using a
NEJSNEAY3I NAy3I GKIG Fftt2¢ga 2yS G2 FTAOG -AKésoldidhyrd 2y
allows one to focus much more closely. But the best option is, if you are realtydn Macro photography, to buy

a macro lens which is far superior to all the options mentioned above.

Working distance:

The distance between the subject and the front end of the lens is referred to asdtléng distance. A larger
working distance will make lighting and composition easier. In macro, the longer the working distance, the easier
it is to stay away from the $iject which is helpful when the subject is some insect. You will be safer as well as not
disturbing to the insect.
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Depth of Field:

As one goes closer to the subject, the depth of field becomes smaller and smaller. At the closest distance, you
g 2 ¥ Qi be&eSo/completely focus even a very small object. If shooting an insect or a flower, only a part of it

will be in focus even though the whole subject is smaller than a centimetre. Even at higher f number say 22 or
higher, the depth of field remains atlow. So you need to take multiple images with different parts of the object

in focus and the merge all the images using some focus stacking software.

Requirements:
You need just a camera and a Macro lens
Better to use a tripod
No requirement of a Studio
Can be done in the comfort of your home
Props/additional arrangements are optional
Lighting, background are important but comfortably manageable. Natural window light is one easy option
and for background, anything like colourful flowers (artificial orunalf) or some green plants can prove to
be interesting.
Settings:
The following tips may be helpful in taking macro shots:
1 Aperture & for the very small subjects (one inch or smaller), it's best to use a lower aperture setting

=A =4 =4 -4 -8 9

between /11 and f/16. But if you are going for Focus Stacking, you can afford to open the aperture
more.

1 Shutter speed 6 with magnified macro shots, any movement is amplified in the picture. If using
camera handheld, a speed of 1/320 or higher is ideal. On tripod, nothing to worry about if subject is
totally still. So better to do it inside a room unless it is totally still outside. However, you should
preferably use a Tripod with shutter release to achieve maximum sharpness. Turn on the mirror
lockup if you want total sharpness.

1 Focal Length & A focal length of around 90-105mm is often regarded as ideal for macro
photography (and particularly so for full-frame cameras), as it allows you to get closer but not too

close to what you're shooting.dstamce.case of insect:
1 Use camera lens in manual focus mode as you need to focus on different parts of subject which is
not possible with auto focus settings. In case of insects, auto focus mode is preferable.
1 Background, arrangement and composition are important. In macro, the background is normally
blurred.
9 Lighting is the most important part - natural window light or defused/reflected light are the best.
Flash light can also be helpful at certain times.

1 You may try with back lighting, side lighting or you may experiment by moving light with slow shutter

speed.
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Technique:

When you are so close to an object and focus on it, you will get only a small part of the object in focus and rest of
it will be totally out of focus. If you want whole object or a bigger part obhject in focus, you will have to take
multiple shots by shifting focus minutely after each shot, thereby covering complete portion of the object that you
want in focus. After taking multiple shots, say 5 to 10 shots, you will need to merge these phb®gnepone

using some Focus Stacking software. The most commonly used software for Focus Stacking is Adobe Photoshc
Other good software is Helicon Focus.

Pic-3
Focus Stacking in Photoshop:

Open all the files you want to merge in Adobe Photoshop.
Go toFile--> Automate--> Photomerge

Add open files

Select all the files in Layers window

Go to Edit--> AutcAlign Layers

Then, Edit--> Autoblend Layers

It merges the focussed parts of all images into the final one.

Merge the layers and save the finattissed image.
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Pic-4

2F4A8126.JPG 2F4A8130.JPG 2F4A8134.UPG

Pic-5
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In the series of images above, you will notice that only one of the water drops is in focus in different images. If we
magnify it further, you will find that either the outer surface or the reflection inside the drops is in focus. You have
to merge all thee images into one using Focus Stacking software so as to get all the desired parts of the image in
focus. After merging all the above images, the final output is shown below:

- Pic-6
To capture the complete Fly (Ri® in full focus, | had to take 10 gsawith different parts in focus and then
merged them using Focus Stacking software. Similarly, multiple shots of Dragonfly had to be merged for this

photograph (Pie8).

Pic-7
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Pic-8

Macro photography technique can be used for Nature, Product and Food photography.
There is lot of fun and creativity in Macro Photography. | hope you will enjoy it.

List of Photographs:
Pic 1 1: Macro shot of water drops on the stamen of Gladiolus flower.
Pic 1 2: Macro shot of water drops on Gerbera flower.

Pic 7 3: Passion flower

Pici 4: Reflections in water drops on stem of a plant

Pic1 5: Six photographs with varying focus points

Pic1 6: Final output after photo stacking of above six photographs
Pic1 7: Photo stacked image of a Fly

Pic 1 8: Photo stacked image of a Dragonfly
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Favorites Theme

by Jerry-Louis RUFF

Born in Denver Colorado in 1970, we moved a few years later to Germany. | found my
in photography around 1980. First playfully at age of 10, | discovered a language to spe:
others without having to say a word. In the following years | felteremd more, the passiol
AY ' NOKAGSOGdz2NBZ yI GdzNBE FyR dzNBty FyR O
animal and nature. Therefore, it was close for me to study photography and then to de
with the study photo / graphic designer.

What equpment do | prefer for myself: it's my FugT80 with manual lenses from 7Artisal
and Laowa. These lenses force me to deal with photography more deeply and a
experience it more intensively.

Jerry-Louis RUFF

Flora and Fauna
In animal and nature photography | spend many hours watching and waitimgny@nimak, such adike toads,
lizards and birds or some rare insects. In the time | am observe | sink inwardly into a total calm and contentment

As far agts possible | trynot to disturbingthe nature around me.
W g\ b2

ABirds 01 ' ' B:irds 02

Landscape

13
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: b, ,-__V _._:‘:V—l"
Toads 05

Wolf 02

When I'm watching wolves or lynx, I'm not ju
interested in getting the action loaded imagésyant
to capture the social life of the wolf pack. TI
behavior of the animals among themselves is w
fascinates me personally. My favorite image is "W
Thrust", which expressesnandless peace and trus
Unfortunately, the wolves in Germany have a b
j = image and are therefore hunted, they are not se
.. \o= the social essence in the pack. Nor does people
f /5‘ how they bring nature back into balance.

4 Wolf hbrust> 7
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All my wildlife and naturémagesare taken where | limg andl showthem in exhibitionsaround mylocal area
Thereby very intensive nature and animal welfare issues come upmbhatiwaysdiscuss intensively to protect or
support the flora and faunavith small things that everybody could dihjs aspect of photognahy are fascinating
the viewers, because they see the wildlife more rarely animals like the reptigar they home where they
thought that they are alreadextinct Unfortunately, most people have lost their eye for the beautiful things
outside their frort door, which | try to show them again myexhibitions

Lost Places

In this section, | photograph interiors of buildingfsthe last centuriesthat have fallen into ruins and are about to

be demolishedthey are like time capsules for m®ly goal with hese images araot to showreality as a original

image what we all see, it’s rather my view with the image processing, which is reflected partly gloomy and
mystical. | try to breathe the buildingomelife back in which will soon no longer existy @ Y2 NB fth2y 3 S N
mystic of ruinwhat | see and would like to show.

Bearbeitet Kopie Tanzsaal
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i%‘é

ndeltreppe

We
Nightphotography
Night photography for me is a reflection of playing with ligltiscovering a city not in the hustle and bustle of

tourism.
The long exposure is also a relaxing effect, in which you have to take the time for the subject and also concentrate

on it. You inevitably deal with light and shadow and how best to stagadésLedges, traces of light, reflections
and people in a hurry are usually my favorite motifs.

Auf der alte Mainbruecke Dancing Houses at Night
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Hauptbahnhof Frankfurt Eiserner Steg

Little Paris

Skyline Frankfurt Tourists in Prague
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Mirror to Mirrorless

by Subhash Sapru

The ongoing transition from DSLR to the mirrorlessy be gradual, but it reminds ¢
GKS SEFENXIASNI GNIryaArAdGAzzyasr SaLISOAlLftte 2F
20K GKS avYlydzaté Fa ¢Sttt Fa aFAfYE N
a hobby. Technology keeps rollimqut new developments and many innovations ¢
accepted. Reports indicate th&anon no longer intends to produce any more flagship C
and Nikon has discontinued its popular D500 and no replacement has been announce

In the recent years, the mbrless cameras have undergone tremendous technoloc
Subhash Sapru improvement that has given push to the camera market thus setting the pace for gradu

phasing out of DSLR cameras. But this hard task master will not die at least in the near[fufiieQa (i NE
understand how good is the mirrorless, especially for wildlife photographers, who like photojournalists often
question its parity with the one they have been using with trust for decades. They have accumulated an array of
lenses and accessosidor their DSLRs which would be hard to part with.

One of the basic observation is that it is easy to switch from a Canon or Nikon or any other DSLR brand t
its mirrorless sibling because the menu is structured in their-lwrewn style with almost siilar buttons as
previous cameras. Therefore, finding and using the basic functions takes hardly any adaptation time. However a:
mirrorless camera offers quite a few more functions and options. To some the menu may be slightly different and
a little hardto find a few of its functions.

DsOO

The latest mirrorless cameras are packed with a lot of new and impressive features into their rugged
bodies having drip and dust resistance. They can also be operated in extremely low tempeNgwehese
cameras are upo-date in every aspect. Like a smart phone, we can easily touch their screen to focus on our
subject. The WFi and Bluetooth features make it easy to pair these with other devices such as smartphones to
transfer large amounts afata without any wire.

Although both the DSLR and the mirrorless cameras do differ in their construction and design, yet they
have similar sensors, image quality, technologies and basic fealitts.removal of mirror and prism, camera
size and weight have been considerably reduced. Those who are used to bigger size of camera bodies to hand|
long lenses may find these smaller bodies inconvenient, especially if they have to wear gltme®rstare
available for mirrorless systems so that photographers are able to use most of thé@nSeRwith full autofocus
and aperture control.
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In both the DSLR and the mirrorless cameras, we see through the lens, but they have different ways to
show us howwill be the image. In DSLRs the optical image is reflected by the mirror and we see it through the
view finder. With the release of shutter, the mirror flips upward and sensor gets exposed to the image. On the
other hand, mirrorless camera being withoutarror, a live view is created and we see the image either on back
screen or through the Electronic View Finder (EMB)vadays the EVFs are much improved with high resolution
and clarity of the optical view finder. The fast refresh rate has eliminatdfirider lag to quickly follow moving
subjects. The blackout effect that we used to see while shooting continuous bursts of images is now a thing of the
past. In a mirrorless camerathat we see in EVF is what we get.This ability to see our exposurecahifgsing
an image is a significant advantage of these cameras. It also enables us to see in real time how our settings chanc
our exposure, depth of field and more. If required, changes can be applied instantly while looking through the
viewfinder. It is something optical viewfinder cannot d®éhe EVF is good enough to show a more clearly visible
view of a scene even in low light.

The autofocus system too has been further improved and its feateither match or surpass DSLRs for
autofocus speedAlthough the DSLR cameras are fast yet the focusing speeamstimirrorless camera can be
just that bit faster. This comes down to the fact that mirrorless cameras use many more focus points than DSLRs
In the absence of mirror,hey can read sensor while performing autofocus and this is a significant advantage.
Therefore, M NNB NI Sda OF YSNI Qa F20dza A& Y2NB | OO0dzNI S GKI
issues nor back or front focusing issudfie Face/Eye Detdon AF and Animal Face/ERetection AF are
interesting features. Unlike the DSLRs, the AF sensors in mirrorless AF systems can go right upto the edges of t
frame.When liveview is engaged in a DSLR, it behaves the same way as a mirrorless camevasmdgtdlways
have the same features of a mirrorless.

Before you go in for a mirrorless camera, its better to ensure that it has no trouble in achieving subject
auto focus that is AE in low contrast situations. Although many new mirrorless cameras dusick start up and
no viewfinder blackout, yet@sne mirrorless cameras take a moment to start up. It can be half a second or so to
come out of standby mode.

A more prominent feature of mirrorless cameras is the responsiveness of the shutter release.butto
These cameras instantaneously capture photos as there is no mirror to move out of the way when the shutter
release button is pressed. This is useful especially in capturingdtish, such as a fast flying bird or any other
fast action taking placeTheir frame rate is also very higind the silent mode is appreciably silel@ome
mirrorlesscameras can record #6it 8K UHD video at 24, 25 or 30 FPS for extended period of time, which can be
two hours in some cameras. So is the capability of sustained fast continuous shooting bursts with very high FP:
burst speed for both JPG and RAW files.

As compared to the DSLRs, the size and life of a mirrorless camera battery is short. The functions like LCD
display or the electronic viewfinder and built in image stabilization in camera bodies make them dependent on
battery. When using long lenses, thiing focal length having larger and heavier focusing elements, require a lot
more power to move than the typically smaller and shorter focal length lenses. The best solution is to keep extra
batteries in your bag.d@ne mirrorless cameras support USB clagghus having the advantage of charging the
battery within the camera body. For this there are three options to chawgth a wall plug or a power bank or
with a computer.

The wildlife photographers and photojournalists look for parity of the mirrariesmeras with the DSLRs.

The hard core DSLR users may feel that the mirrorless has neither yet replaced the DSLR nor has fully reach
parity with it. For many their concern is availability of lenses and focus performance while tracking sdthjects.
factis they have not only attained parity, but have even surpassed the DSLR in some significant areas. Therefore
y2dz F NSy Ql t2aiy3a 2dzi Ay lFye ¢gle& AT @2dz 2LIJ0 F2NJ |

édoes mirrorless holds key to$h F dzil dzNB ¢ = WeSaQ FdzidzZNB oSt 2y3a (2 GKS
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Moichara (Bull Race)

by Abhishek Kundu

L LY I O2YYSNDSI G®dzRas 6 Sy FRENEA G oL &0 N
LINEFSaaAz2yl o tK2023IN LIKe 4Tab2NIKR Y SV FaNg
NEBGFAET AYRdAZZAGNBOL a6A0OKSR YeéaStmKFNEYNINE
R2yS LINRPTFSaarz2ylf tK2i3G23INILKe LJAdeNE 8zi BNR Y
LINEFSaaazylt /[ AyFNRHG 263 NG ALIKNEIDA 200kNB BdzO K A Y
Y2t dKIogS adlF NISR Yé LK2(id23INmIke KIOY 8B 8K,

6 NR& | ONRPaa (GKS 3Ift26S Ay @FNR2dza OF 4GS,
LIK2(G23IN LIKBEGR2 IR ORFBAFZNENGEI £ 1 A VAMRISDF
S SRRAY 3 LIKZ2U205NIILSKRE d0vé OKAf RK22R K20660@& (2
, 2F KdzZNRSfa Ay Ye fAFSo

Cows, these domesticated benevolent animals more often find a place as the subject of heated political debates
than their actual breeding grounds these days. But they definitely play an intrinsic part in the lives of farmers living
in the Canning adminisitive block of South 24 Parganas district in West Bengal. India, an agpoomy based
nation, welcomes and celebrates the harvesting season as a gala. And for over decades, villages across Canni
have been fervently taking part in celebrating a unidestival that goes by the name "Moichara".

Villages across Canning has been fervently taking part in celebrating a unique festival that goes by the name
"Moichara". The specialty of this festival lies in the way it is celebrated, which is markedtlbyraee among
villagers. Though this festival has over a-¥@@rold history in different regions of West Bengal, unable to keep
pace with time, it is now on the verge of extinction. However, the villagers of Canning with their-dsted

efforts hawe kept the tradition alive. The primary purpose of this cattle race is to test the capacity of the bulls
before the start of cultivation in the rainy season and increase the fertility of the land. Moichara usually takes
place during late June or early Julyocal farmers decide upon a paddy field, and they come from neighboring
villages with their bulls to race them in the waterlogged fields.
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The primary purpose of this cattle race is to test the capacity of the bulls before the start of cultivation in the rainy
season and increase the fertility of the land. All the farmers join this festival, forgetting their religious differences.
Although thke purpose is to improve the agriculture of the place, it bears the harmony of the festival, which only
instill joy to the people participating in it. The bulls taking part in Moichara are meticulously reared for this wild
racing event.

The bulls taking p&in Moichara are meticulously reared for this wild racing event. The race is a relentless show of
YSyQa LKeaAOlf adNBy3adK Ay O2YLISGAGA2Y sAGK (GKS oNM
They drive the guides out of breath andge. At times, they slide and get stuck in the mud. Men too slip in the

mud while keeping pace with the animals. However, this festival is devoid of religion, politics, colour and jealousy.
It merely marks the beginning of a harvest season. Earlier, theens of the race were honored with a new bull.
However, nowadays, they are given prizes like motorcycles, almirah, furniture, etc. It is a sight to watch the bulls
race down the sloppy field, splashing the muddy water everywhere, which creates intemsa oiréghe
SYGANRYYSYylid ¢KSNBEF2NBI Kdzy RNBRA 2F LIK23G23INI LIKSNDa
Moichara. For the locals, it is not only a competition but a way to celebrate and take part in the fervor of expecting
a good harvest.
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Alpine Skiing

by Stefan Stuppnig
Ski has been around for 10,000 years. Skiing has existed since the 19th
century in the 20th century: skiing became Olympic.

The Alps are the name giver for alpine skiing.

In the beginning there was the giant slalom, the slalom and the downhill,
nowadays there are some variations such as the parallel slalom, ski
cross, etc.

The giant slalom is a wonderful discipline for taking photos, the runners
are not as fast as on a downhill run and do not change direction as often
as in slalom.

Stefan Stuppnig

In order to get good pictures it is advisable to have a fast camera, especially the autofocus
should be very fast and the sequence of images is also not insignificant furthermore an aperture
plus should be chosen when taking photos in the snow, otherwise the runners will be too dark.

| am using a Nikon D500 with the 3rd generation VR 70-200 2.8, this combination is very
advantageous for good results

With the quick image sequence it is possible to create sequences and it is also helpful to have
the right image, since it is not a good image if the athlete has the goal pole in front of their face.

Antonia

Angelika
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BASLER Michelle

Giant Slalom 0696 Mathias 3823

Noel 5135 Skicross 4500
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Gypsies in  Romania and Europe

by Dr. Tibor Jakab

The Roma People often referred to as Gypsies, are a heterogeneous ethnic group who live primarily in Southerr
and Eastern Europe, Western Asia, Latin Americasdhhern part of the United States and the Middle East. The
English term Gypsy (or Gipsy), originates from the Greek word 'Aigyptoi' in the erroneous belief that the Roma
originated in Egypt, and were exiled as punishment for allegedly harboring the idans. This ethnonym is not

used by the Roma to describe themselves, and is often considered pejorative.

Linguistic and genetic evidence indicates the Roma originated on the Indian Subcontinent. The cause of the Rom
diaspora is unknown. One theory suggethe Roma were originally loeaste Hindus recruited into an army of
mercenaries, granted warrior caste status, and sent westwards to resist Islamic military expansion. Or perhaps the
Muslim conquerors of northern India took the Roma as slaves and btabhgih home, where they became a
distinct community; Mahmud of Ghazni reportedly took 500,000 prisoners during a Turkish/Persian invasion of
Sindh and Punjab. Why the Roma did not return to India, choosing instead to travel west into Europe, is an
enigma,but may relate to military service under the Muslinfgherever they arrived in Europe, curiosity was soon
followed by hostility and xenophobid&rom the time of their arrival in Romania Gypsies were the slaves of the
landownersfor five centuries until ablition in 1864. Elsewhere in Europe, they were subject to expulsion,
abduction of their children, and forced labdrhe Gypsy way of life still leads to hostilities from the people of their
host nations. Europeans regard "private property" as sacrosanbereas gypsies do not have a word for
"possess"”, which gives rise to two incompatible ways of life and a continual problem of gypsies being regarded a:
"thieves" from the European's view. In each host nation gypsies appear to take on the religion, naines an
language of their hosts, but within the Rom they maintain their Rom language, names, music, customs and Indiar
looks. This tight community has meant that after some six hundred years there is still a large population of gypsies
not integrated or assimited with Romanians.

While in Romania some of the Gypsies took to speaking a version of Romanian called Bayesh which can k
heard in some of the songs of Gypsy groups. Nowadays about 40% of the Gypsies still speak Rromany and ma
can still be sen travelling in lines of carts along the roads of Romania. The majority live in the towns and villages,
some fully integrated into villages, some in large ornate houses standing out from the Romanians, but others in
small buildings on scraps of lands b tvillages edges.

The Gypsy tribes from Romania distinguish themselves by the names of their trades:
Lautari = musicians and dancers

Caldarari (Kalderash) = Tin and coppersmiths

Argintari = Jewellers

Fierari = Blacksmiths

Zlateri = gold panners

Ghurara = sieve makers

Lovari = horse dealers

A
A
A
A
A
A
A

The Roma/Gypsies form a group of approximateh08nillion people in Europe. They are to be found in almost all
Council of Europe member states and indeed, in some central and east European countyiggptiesent over
5% of the population.
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Yet, although they have been in Europe since th® dehtury, very often they are not recognised by the majority
society as a fulfledged European people and they have suffered throughout their history in Europe fr
NE2SOiA2y |yR LISNESOdziA2y s OdzZ YAYFGAYy3 Ay GKS blTA
rejection many Roma/Gypsy communities today live in very difficult conditions, often on the fringe of the societies
in the countries where thelive, and their participation in public life is very limited. It is also very difficult for them

to ensure that their contribution to European culture is fully acknowledged.

making a brandistiller ‘ Mother and child
When thinking of the Gypsies of Europe, one may envision agkimked group of people, traveling in a

band of wagons and playing musiseemingly unaffected by their surroundings. If one has travéieHastern

Europe he may think of the barefoot children walking the streets and singing in the Metro stations for money. One

Mother with children 1 r{ewpaper
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In fact, the Gypsies are a diverse group of people, differing in occupation, staofiwrohg, historical
experience of their home country, education and levels of "integration." Contrary to the typical steredtjps,
been estimated that only 5% of the entire Gypsy population in Europe lead an itinerant mode of life. Though there
are subtleties of different dialects, the Roma share a common language based on old Sanskrit.

In general, the policies (few in numbeaddressing the Roma in Romania have been policies of
assimilation, reflecting an intolerance toward Rromani cultures and often defining all of the social characteristics,
especially those of a marginalized way of life, as something inherent in the "Raton@.f Today, the majority of
Romanian society perceive the Roma ("Tigani") as a whole to be untrustworthy, lazy, uneducated and "rich" from
illegal businesses, conniving or thievery. The country with the largest populations of R&oendnia Other
countries where Roma populations probably exceed half a millionBatgaria Hungary Slovakia the former
Yugoslaviaand theUnited States

Because of their nomadic l#gyle, there has always been a great deal of mutual distrust between the Roma
and their less mobile neighbours. They were, and frequently still are, popularly believed thides and
kidnappers unfit for selentary labour, resulting in a great deal of persecution. Where possible, many Roma
continue their nomadic lifestyle travelling in caravans (srrailer homes, but in many situations in Eastern
Europe, they live in depresseduatter communities with very higinemployment In some cases notably the
Kalderash clan iRomaniawho work as traditional coppersmithis they have prospered. To this day, there are
still clashes between the Roma atite sedentary population around them. Common complaints are that Roma
stealand live offsocial welfareand residents often reject Roma encampments.

The traditional Roma place a high value on #wdended family Virginity is essential in unmarried
women. Both men and womerften marry young; there has been controversy in several countries over the Roma
practice of child marriage. Roma law establishes that the man's family must pay a dowry to the bride's parents.

Nomades with tent



http://www.wordiq.com/definition/Romania
http://www.wordiq.com/definition/Bulgaria
http://www.wordiq.com/definition/Hungary
http://www.wordiq.com/definition/Slovakia
http://www.wordiq.com/definition/Socialist_Federal_Republic_of_Yugoslavia
http://www.wordiq.com/definition/United_States
http://www.wordiq.com/definition/Thief
http://www.wordiq.com/definition/Kidnap
http://www.wordiq.com/definition/Mobile_home
http://www.wordiq.com/definition/Squatter
http://www.wordiq.com/definition/Unemployment
http://www.wordiq.com/definition/Romania
http://www.wordiq.com/definition/Theft
http://www.wordiq.com/definition/Social_welfare
http://www.wordiq.com/definition/Extended_family
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Nomadok Outsiders On Horseback

Roma social behaviour is strictly regulated by purity laws ("marime" or "marhime"), still respected by most
Roma and among Sirgroups by the older generations. This regulation affects many aspects of life, and is applied to
actions, people and things: parts of the human body are considered impure: the genital organs, because they produce
impure emissions, and the lower body.

Fingernails and toenails must be filed with an emery board, as cutting them with a clipper is taboo.

Clothes for the lower body, as well as the clothes of menstruating women are washed separately. Items used for eating
are also washed in a different placehil@birth is considered impure, and must occur outside the dwelling place. The
mother is considered impure for forty days.

Death is considered impure, and affects the whole family of the dead, who remain impure for a period of time.
Many of these practies are also present in some Hindu cultures such as those of Bengal and the Balinese.

Roma music is very important in Eastern European cultures such as -Besneégovina, Serbia, Montenegro,
Macedonia, Albania, Hungary, Russia and Romania, and the stylpeaformance practices of Roma musicians have
influenced European classical composers such as Franz Liszt and Johannes Brahms.

Many eastern European countries still have substantial populations of Roma. The Iatebddtion of Roma
in society still remains limited today. They usually remain on the margins of society, living in isgietéotike
settlements. Only a small fraction of Roma children graduate from secondary schools. Usually they feel rejected by the
state and main population, which creates another obstacle to their integration. Roma are usually the tanggiows
form of prejudice Their situation actually became worse after flaf of communisn in some of these eastern states.

Little or no effort has been made by governments to improve the living condition of Roma.



http://www.wordiq.com/definition/Integration
http://www.wordiq.com/definition/Ghetto
http://www.wordiq.com/definition/Prejudice
http://www.wordiq.com/definition/Fall_of_communism
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Landscape . An overview

by Asis Sur

Retired Govt. Officer, Writing photographacticles for photographic Magazines a
papers etc. Teaching Photography and guiding students. Giving lectur
various topics of Photography. Performing as a judge in national and interne
salons and other photographioraests. Published a book on basic photograph
Bengali language. Mainly doing Landscape Photography, Still Life,Indoor F
Human Interest etc.

Asis Sur

What is Landscape ? Landscape is everything what we see when we are out of our indoors. It include
natural features like hills and trees, fields and hedges, rivers, lakes, waterfalls and countryside .gbjects, e
church, cottags, inn, farms, agricultural operations and the cities and so many.

Landscapes are directly and visibly get influenced by natural impacts like sunshine and storm, light ar
shade, seasons of the year and even different tohethe day. The raw materials are available in the
landscapes. A photographer has to select a proper view point, time of the day, right season, lightin
conditions, framing of the scene, correct exposure with necessamposition etc. to produce a picture
portraying some characteristic of the scene or mood of the nature where the viewer will feel his
existence into the picture. A Landscape Photograph must contain beauty, emotiorsngrndsment. It
should be the art of capturing images that embody the essence of the nature and the outdoors s
that the viewer can feel the sense of being there.

Picture 1
[ SGQa ass & Kol b knowrNBY a ldndé&pe phdtolrgpBei at the beginning.
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Composition: The first thing to consider is the composition which includes item of principal interest and
homogenous other related elements which support the nitgm and helps to make a complete story
altogether at the end.

Lighting: Then the lighting condition of that particular scene has to be studied to select the best lighting
time suitable for the shot. The direction, quality and strength of the light on the scene creates a huge
differencesin the final image. Generally, we get didating, bacHighting, frontlighting, top lighting and
2POSNDI ai fAIKGIAY T +K22daNZXH N ALIKKSINGRY 3 LINEBKFASING f WERKEGR S yL
colours and low canNJ & { @ [ FyRaOI LIS LIK 2 1 2 3NJ LIKS NE& a K2 dz
Preferable light conditions for landscape are -lgjdéng and backghting. Duration of good lighting
conditions depend uponhé longitudelatitude of that area, season, the daytime and the other natural
factors like fog, haze, dust, rain,-fa# etc. Hills and mountains provide more time for photography but
plain lands, seaides in summer rpvide short time for photography. Side lighting creates wonderful
depth and drama.

Camera and LensFixed focus cameras are not very suitable for landscape. For controlling perspective
and creative composition,interchangeable lenses are invaluable. Bigger sensor size capture more
details in the picture which is an essential requirement for landscape photography. Henea;dagew
DSLR full frame camera will be the Wbestlandscape photography. Lenses bearing 18mm to 105mm
focal length is mostly required and sufficient to capture most of the landscape images. Lens
longer than 105mm may be used sometimes. Prhemses will give the better results always. But
considering the changing of lenses, weight and cost etc. a single short zoom-Memp (18 - G K
ary3at s I LIS NI dzNB Q 2 F |I3fdr2 Rost of the ddcdasionsd oty 0 S
Longer focal length lens narrows the angle of view. It cuts out unwanted near foregroun@ and tf
upper sky which are not much interesting in a scene. It helgaptiore the important part of the
scene, e.g., middle ground with a little foreground and the small part of the sky. Wide angl
lenses are used mostly in landscape photography because it efacilitatexaggerate the size of
near objects, convey impression of spaciousness, depth of field, sharpness etc.

» »

Picture 2
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Exposure : Generally, small aperture is used for Landscape to give the maximum sharpnedsptmaf

field. So, the shutter speed becomes the limiting factor. Hence, camera tripod is an essenfiat item
landscape photography. Exposure also depends upon the direction of light. Roughly, itse&h that

make the exposure double when it is -Bgle and multiply by four when it is bdigkt.

Colour: Colour in open landscape tend to be disappointing because of the overall monotonou:
green. Spring and Autumn are the best times for colour landscape photography. Spring appear
with its blossom and varying shades of green, and autumn with its galaxy -cbloutdti But an
appropriate object as focal point of the image is essential in the foreground.

Sky: It remains and generally a part of the image. If it is without colour then it should Db
small. When the sky is amftull and very attractive then it may occupy the major part of the
image.

Figures. Human figures may be included but it should fit naturally into the seen but not in a bi
size so that it lbemes the main interest. Again, photos of towns and cities appears to be vacant
without people in the streets. But be alert.

Picture 3

Filters: Two dark filters are mostly used in landscape photogra@irguar Polarizer Filter (CPL) and
Neutral Density Filter (ND). CPL reduces reflections, brings out the subject from the backgroun
enhances colour and contrast. It also reduces atmospheric haze. By using NDe fiffet siky and
smooth effect in the image especially of waterfalls and streams. CPL should not be used at the time
shooting in harsh enviornments. Wiglegle lens do not work well with CPL like normal tale
lenses. ND filter prevents light to enter into the lens. Hence, slow shutter speed is a mustd here
tripod comes in the scene which facilitates to induce creative blurs etc. VariabldéerblI28) are

also available. Again, graduated ND filters darkens the sky and keeps the foreground brighter.
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These are the essential backgrounds of Landscape Photography. Now some tips are suggested
Camera settings, Exposure settings and on others as under for better Landscape Photography.

Let us talk a few words about black and white landscape photography. It psasgets message

by removing complexities, dynamics and differences of colour. It forces the eye to examine th
composition and content value. It keeps the mind free from excess data in the picture

Picture 4
Camera_Settings

1. Mode : Keep it in manual.

2. Aperture : Do not go below f8 and above f 16.

3. Shutter Speed : Adjust it according to 1SO and aperture.

4.1SO :Maintain base 1SO of the camet®0 or 200. Do not go for auto ISO.

5. Format : RAW.

6. White Balance : When shooting in RAW, WB does not matter. It cactified easily at the editing stage.
7

8

9

S

. Colour Profile: Does not matter so much. Still, Adobe RGB cah be s
. Vignette Reduction and other Lens Corrections: Keep it OFF.
Auto Focus : Easy to hanahel sometimes work well. Works well in good light conditions. But not always.
ometimes manual focus is better especially in low light.
10. ISO Noise Reduction : Generally, keep it OFF. Keep it ON at low light shooting.
11. DLighting: Keep it OFF.
12. Picture Control : Default.
13. Image Stabilizer: Keep it OFF. It softens image and foreadmndheld Shooting.
14. Remote Control: When shooting on camera stand, use cable release.
15. Auto Bracketing : Whenever possible, bracket your images using yoitf S Miitddzkposure Bracketing
feature and then combin¢he imagedo create HDR images.




