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Photographic

Society of
America

WORLDWIDE

- Join PSA

The sponsors of this International Exhibition of Photography have been awarded
Recognition by the Photographic Society of America (PSA), the world's largest patron of
international photographic exhibitions. PSA, although it has provided recognition, is
neither a sponsor nor directly involved in the operation of this exhibition.

Valid acceptances received by PSA Members in recognized sections of this exhibition are
eligible for PSA Star Ratings, listing in the world-wide PSA Who's Who of Photography and
credited towards the PSA Distinctions of QPSA, PPSA, EPSA, MPSA, MPSA2, GMPSA,
GMPSA/B, GMPSA/S, GMPSA/G and GMPSA/P.

PSA is a non-profit organization promoting the advancement of photography in all its
forms to novice, amateur and professional photographers worldwide. For information on
membership and the many services and activities of PSA, contact:

Photographic Society of America

706 N. Broadway Avenue | Oklahoma City, OK 73102
405-843-1437 | Toll Free (US) 855-772-4636

E-mail: hgq@psa-photo.org

Website: psa-photo.org
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Preface to the 16th Issue
Greetings of Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 2025!!!

WELCOME TO 2025! Embrace the opportunities, learn from challenges, and make this year a chapter
filled with growth and achievements.

We are happy to enter in the 4th year of publishing WPAI newsletter. ! We strongly wish that the New
Year takes away all the pains, sufferings, and failures of the last year and it brings to you new
opportunities and exposure. We are very grateful to you because you have shown uncompromising
support since our beginning. Just like our previous issues, this issue is enriched with scholarly and
insightful articles related to the emerging trends of photography.

My visit to the renowned Kamakhya Temple was a captivating and deeply insightful experience. As |

walked through its sacred premises, | felt an unmistakable aura of positivity and profound spirituality. The
temple's historical and architectural grandeur | eft
essence through my lens. Being at this revered site, dedicated to Goddess Kamakhya, was enlightening.

The spiritual ambience and the deep sense of reverence that enveloped the location left a lasting
impression on me. It was clear why Kamakhya Temple stands as a prominent pilgrimage destination,
attracting devotees and travelers from around the world.

Through my journey, reflections, and photographs, | came to appreciate not only the temple's cultural
significance but also the tranquility and divine energy that make it such a special place. My visit was
more than just a tripd it was a soulful connection to a site steeped in tradition and spirituality. The article
written by G.S. Krishnamurthy on the Sloth Bears of Daroji Bear Sanctuary in Karnataka provides an in-
depth exploration of this unique wildlife haven. Situated in the heart of Karnataka, Daroji Bear Sanctuary
is home to a significant population of sloth bears, a species that is both endangered and fascinating due
to its distinct physical features and nocturnal habits. Through his detailed account, Mr. Krishnamurthy
delves into the ecological importance of the sanctuary, the conservation efforts in place, and the
behaviour and habitat of these elusive creatures. His writing sheds light on the vital role that Daroji Bear
Sanctuary plays in preserving not only the sl oth L
This article serves as a valuable resource for wildlife enthusiasts, researchers, and conservationists,
hi ghlighting tohtdbutioha to che ptectiod of endangered species and the natural
environment.

In "My Dream Trip to Andaman & Nicobar Islands," Dinesh Verma beautifully recounts his unforgettable
journey to this tropical paradise. The Andaman & Nicobar Islands, known for their pristine beaches,
crystal-clear waters, and rich marine biodiversity, offer a unique escape into nature's untouched beauty.
Through his vivid descriptions, Verma captures the essence of this idyllic destination, sharing not only the
stunning landscapes but also the cultural experiences and the tranquility that come with exploring such a
remote and picturesque part of India. His narrative offers readers a personal glimpse into the wonders of
the islands, highlighting the adventure, serenity, and beauty that make the Andaman & Nicobar Islands a
dream destination for travellers seeking both adventure and relaxation. This article serves as both a
travelogue and an inspiration for those planning to embark on their own journey to this mesmerizing
archipelago.

In "Creative Fashion Photography,” Mukesh Srivastava takes readers on a visual journey through his
innovative approach to fashion photography. Whether capturing the elegance of underwater photo shoots
or the dynamic energy of street fashion, Srivastava 6 s wor k transcends convent.i
artistry with style. His ability to infuse creativity into each shoot, regardless of the setting, has earned him
recognition for pushing the limits of fashion photography. The article showcases not only his technical
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skill and understanding of light and composition but also his keen eye for capturing the essence of

fashion in diverse environments. Srivastavabds vers

frame, inspiring aspiring photographers and fashion enthusiasts alike to explore new horizons in visual
storytelling. This piece highlights how fashion photography can be an exciting fusion of art, style, and
creativity, bringing unique concepts to life in the most unexpected ways.

In the photo feature "Varanasi Ganga Aarti," Anuj Sharma captures the soul-stirring essence of one of
Il ndi adbs most revered spiritual practices. The
Varanasi, is a mesmerizing ritual that blends devotion, culture, and tradition, offering a unique glimpse
into the spiritual heart of the country. Through his lens, Sharma brings to life the intricate rituals, the
fervent devotion of the participants, and the sacred atmosphere that envelops the banks of the Ganges.
The photographs not only highlight the visual beauty of the ceremony but also evoke a deep sense of
reverence and awe, showcasing the power of faith and the timeless connection between the people and
the river. This photo feature serves as a tribute to Varanasi's rich cultural heritage and the spiritual
significance of the Ganga Aarti, offering viewers a chance to experience its profound beauty and devotion
from a fresh perspective.

Thanking you

Chitrangad Kumar (Chief Editor)

WPAI Newsletter

FPSA, MPSA, AFIAP, FISF, SPSA, MWPAI, Hon. F. HKNPS, Hon. FBSPA, Hon. FICS, Hon. EFMPA, Hon. FSAP, Hon. E IUSF, Hon. CPE,
Hon. PESGSPC, GPA. PESGSPC, A.ICS, Hon. FSWAN, Hon. GMWPG, Hon. MP. HKNPS, Hon. M. WPAI, Hon. FGNG, ESUSPA,
Hon. AvTviISo, Hon. PIPC Nefertiti, Hon. NVPC, GMSAP, Hon. EWPG, AIIPC, IIPC URANIUM,

++++++++++H

OWPAI Who's Who 6

Who's Who in WPAI is no longer restricted to WPAI-recognized salons or
circuits. We now consider data from WPAI-supported clubs, including their
acceptances and awards. Always refer to the latest updates on the WPAI
website to check the eligibility of salons or circuits for Who's Who. We are
dedicated to promoting photography and photographers who demonstrate
outstanding effort in their photographic journeys. Embark on your path to
excellence with WPAI.
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Kamakhya Temple
By Chitrangad Kumar

The Kamakhya Temple, nestled in the Nilachal Hills of Guwahati, Assam, stands as a testament to
India’'s rich spiritual heritage. Its uniqueness lies in several aspects :-

Aniconic Worship :- Unlike most Hindu temples that house idols, Kamakhya is revered for its absence of
a traditional deity. Instead, a natural rock formation resembling the female genitalia is worshipped as the
embodiment of Goddess Shakti. This emphasizes the divine feminine energy and the cyclical nature of
creation.

g

- Préyin to Goddess

Praying Holy Kun
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Celebration of the Feminine :- The temple is renowned for the Ambubachi Mela, a unigue festival that
celebrates the annual menstruation cycle of the Goddess. This unconventional approach challenges
traditional taboos surrounding menstruation and highlights the sacredness of the female body.

Devottees near Holy Kund

Two Priest sitting under Vatvriksh
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Watching Fishes in Holy Kund

Kamakhya Temple Back Area ‘

People waiting in Que Idol of Devi
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Circumbulation i:'cking Coins on the idol ofbné h
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Cracking Cocont AR o Burning Incense Sticks - 3
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Burning Diyas ' Burning Incense Sticks - 4

Tantric Significance :- Kamakhya holds immense importance in Tantric practices. It is believed to be one
of the four major Shakti Peethas, where parts of Sati Devi's body fell after her self-immolation. The
temple attracts Tantric practitioners and sadhus seeking spiritual enlightenment.
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Immersed in Tantrik puja - 2
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Goddess Statue on thewaII o he
temple - 8

Goddess Statue on the waII
of the temple - 7

Goddess tatu on th a of te
temple - 6

Ganesh G Statue on the wall
of the temple with sticking
coins

Goddess Statue on te wall of te
emple - 9
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View of Holy Kund
: N
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Waiting to be photographed

Architectural Fusion :- The temple's
architecture showcases a fascinating
blend of Hindu and Islamic styles,
reflecting the region's diverse cultural
influences. The intricate carvings and
sculptures adorn the temple walls,
depicting mythological figures and
showcasing the artistic prowess of

ancient craftsmen. P
Waiting for devottees

Flower decoration on the temple roof
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Entry Gate of Garbha Griha

Aftéf Sac

rifice
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After Sacrifice - 1 Sacrificial House

After Sacrificing Baby Goat

Sacrificing Baby Goat




