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Preface to the 20th Issue 

{ŜŀǎƻƴΩǎ DǊŜŜǘƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǊƳ ǿƛǎƘŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 2026! 

As we step into 2026, let us welcome it with renewed hope, resilience, and a spirit of growth. May this 
year open new doors, inspire fresh perspectives, and lead you toward meaningful achievements. 

We are delighted to mark the beginning of the 5th year of the WPAI Newsletterτan important 
milestone made possible by your constant encouragement and support. We sincerely hope the New Year 
brings with it renewed energy, leaving behind past challenges and ushering in opportunities for learning, 
creativity, and wider exposure. 

Our heartfelt gratitude goes out to you for standing by us since the very beginning. Continuing our 
tradition, this issue too brings together a rich collection of thoughtful and insightful articles that reflect 
the evolving landscape and emerging trends in photography. 

Architecture quietly preserves the essence of history, culture, and artistic excellence. In this issue, we 
ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ άWŜǿŜƭ ƻŦ 9ŀǊƭȅ aŜŘƛŜǾŀƭ !ǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘǳǊŜ ς {ŀŀǎ .ŀƘǳ ¢ŜƳǇƭŜ ƛƴ ¦ŘŀƛǇǳǊέ ōy Chitrangad Kumar, 
highlighting the timeless beauty and intricate craftsmanship of this remarkable monument. The article 
offers a glimpse into the rich heritage and architectural brilliance of the temple, inspiring photographers 
to explore its textures, details, and stories through their lens. 

The 20th issue of the WPAI Newsletter brings together seven compelling, scholarly, and thought-
ǇǊƻǾƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜǎ ŀǳǘƘƻǊŜŘ ōȅ ŘƛǎǘƛƴƎǳƛǎƘŜŘ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘŜǊǎΦ [ŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴΣ άaŀŎǊƻ tƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ 
and the Amazing WoǊƭŘ ƻŦ LƴǎŜŎǘǎέ ōȅ 5ǊΦ {ŜƪƘŀǊ .ŀƴŘȅƻǇŀŘƘȅŀȅ ŘŜƭǾŜǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ ƴǳŀƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ 
capturing striking macro images. The article is richly illustrated with captivating photographs of insects 
such as spiders, ants, caterpillars, and flies, accompanied by insights into their behavior and habitats. 
CƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎΣ ά! [ŜǎǎŜǊ Yƴƻǿƴ 9ǘƘƴƛŎ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ !Ǌǘ ƛƴ .ƛǊōƘǳƳέ ōȅ YǳǎƳƛ aŀƧǳƳŘŀǊ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ŀ Ǿƛǎǳŀƭƭȅ 
engaging series of photographs, complemented by concise descriptions and captions. The piece 
beautifully portrays the traditional village art of Bolpur in West Bengal, where mud walls come alive with 
clay-ōŀǎŜŘ ŘŜǇƛŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ LƴŘƛŀƴ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƳȅǘƘƻƭƻƎȅΣ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ǊƛŎƘ ŀǊǘƛǎǘƛŎ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜΦ 
¢ƘŜ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ άaǳƴƴŀǊΣ ŀ tŀǊŀŘƛǎŜ ŦƻǊ aŀŎǊƻ tƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ 9ƴǘƘǳǎƛŀǎǘǎέ ōȅ tǊŀǎŀŘ IŀƳƛƴ ƛǎ ŀ Ǿƛǎǳŀƭ ǘǊŜŀǘ ŦƻǊ 
lovers of macro photography. Set in the scenic outskirts of Munnar, the author documents fascinating 
encounters with rare amphibian species, including Raorchestes uthmani, a member of the diverse shrub 
frog genus endemic to the Western Ghats. Through his lens, he captures an array of remarkable frogs 
such as the Juvenile False Malabar Gliding Frog, Raorchestes jayaram, Raorchestes akroparallagi, the 
striking Story Tree FroƎ όDƘŀǘƛȄŀƭǳǎ ŀǎǘŜǊƻǇǎύΣ ŀƴŘ {ǳǎƘƛƭΩǎ .ǳǎƘ CǊƻƎ όwŀƻǊŎƘŜǎǘŜǎ ǎǳǎƘƛƭƛύΦ aŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ 
species inhabit the lush ecosystems of the Anamudi Shola National Park, making the article both an 
informative and visually engaging exploration of this rich biodiversity hotspot. 
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¢ƘŜ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ άYŜƴȅŀ /ƭƛŎƪέ ōȅ /IΦ ±Φ {Φ ±ƛƧŀȅŀ .ƘŀǎƪŀǊ wŀƻ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭƭȅ ŎŀǇǘǳǊŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŜǎǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŀ ǎŀŦŀǊƛ ƛƴ 
the iconic Maasai Mara, widely regarded as one of the finest destinations for wildlife viewing. While the 
reserve offers remarkable sightings throughout the year, the experience reaches its peak during July and 
August. During this time, the awe-inspiring Great Migration unfolds, as vast herds of zebras, wildebeest, 
and gazelles journey from the Serengeti into the Mara, braving the dramatic crossing of the Mara River 
in search of greener pastures. The spectacle of these massive herds in motion, coupled with intense 
predator pursuits by the big cats, creates some of the most thrilling and unforgettable moments in the 
wildτmaking it a dream experience for every safari enthusiast. 
 
¢ƘŜ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ άaȅ WƻǳǊƴŜȅ ƻŦ мллҌ 5ŀȅǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ²ƛƭŘŜǊƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ tŀƭŀƳŀǳ ¢ƛƎŜǊ wŜǎŜǊǾŜέ ōȅ aǳƪǳƭ aǳƪƘŜǊƧŜŜ 
is a compelling account of an immersive exploration into the wild heart of Palamau Tiger Reserve. 
Renowned for its dense forests and elusive wildlife, the reserve offers a captivating landscape where 
nature reigns supreme and every moment holds the promise of discovery. Blending adventure with 
thoughtful preparation, the author undertook this remarkable journey in three well-planned phases, 
navigating the raw beauty and unpredictability of the wilderness while capturing its essence through his 
lens. 

Landscapes speak in silence, capturing the mood and majesty of nature in a single frame. In this issue, 
the image series by Goutam Dutta presents a captivating collection of landscapes that reflect the beauty, 
depth, and diversity of natural vistas. 

Through his lens, each frame invites viewers to pause, connect, and appreciate the timeless charm of the 
world around us. 

 
 
 

Thanking you 
Chitrangad Kumar (Chief Editor) 
WPAI Newsletter 
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Jewel of Early Medieval Architecture ï 
Udaipur by Chitrangad Kumar 

Nestled near the historic town of Nagda in Udaipur, the Sas Bahu Temples stand as a remarkable testament to the 
ŀǊǘƛǎǘƛŎ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘǳǊŀƭ ōǊƛƭƭƛŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŜŀǊƭȅ ƳŜŘƛŜǾŀƭ LƴŘƛŀΦ ¢ƘƻǳƎƘ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊƭȅ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ά{ŀǎ .ŀƘǳΣέ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ 
άƳƻǘƘŜǊ-in-law and daughter-in-ƭŀǿΣέ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƛǎ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ŀ Ŏƻƭƭƻǉǳƛŀƭ ŘƛǎǘƻǊǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ά{ŀƘŀǎǊŀōŀƘǳΣέ an epithet of 
Vishnu, to whom the temples are dedicated. This blend of linguistic evolution and cultural storytelling adds to the 
ǎƛǘŜΩǎ ŎƘŀǊƳ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘǊƛƎǳŜΦ 
 
Dating back to the early 11th century CE, as highlighted in the inscription at the site, the temple complex was 
constructed during a period when temple architecture in Rajasthan was undergoing a significant transformation. 
This era saw a shift toward greater intricacy, refined planning, and elaborate ornamentation. The Sas Bahu 
Temples, built as twin Vaishnava shrines, embody this evolution, combining spiritual devotion with advanced 
architectural techniques. 
 
The complex consists of two temples of unequal size, each with its own distinctive layout. The larger temple is 
surrounded by ten subsidiary shrines, creating a grand and cohesive sacred complex. In contrast, the smaller 
temple follows the Panchayatana style, where a central shrine is complemented by four smaller shrines at its 
corners. Despite their differences in scale, both temples share key architectural features, including a sanctum 
(garbhagriha) designed in a pancha-ratha plan, a vestibule (antarala), and a mandapa or pillared hall with lateral 
transepts. A porch enclosed by a balustrade further enhances the structural elegance of these temples. 
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One of the most striking elements of the Sas Bahu Temples is the presence of the makara-torana, an ornate 
arched gateway adorned with mythical sea creatures known as makaras. The larger temple is entered through a 
detached makara-torana, a defining characteristic of western Indian temple architecture. Interestingly, while the 
exterior of the temples appears relatively restrained, it is accentuated by seated images of key Hindu deities such 
as Brahma, Shiva, and Vishnu, along with figures like Rama, Balarama, and Parashurama. 
 
In contrast to the understated exterior, the interiors of the temples are richly adorned with intricate carvings. 
Pillars, ceilings, architraves, and doorways are embellished with detailed relief sculptures, geometric patterns, 
floral motifs, and scenes from mythology. The mandapa of the larger temple even features an internal makara-
torana, reflecting the extraordinary craftsmanship and artistic sensibility of the period. 
 
The Sas Bahu Temples are more than just placŜǎ ƻŦ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇΤ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŀ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ŀǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘǳǊŀƭ 
heritage. They illustrate a mature stage in temple design, where structural precision meets decorative opulence. 
Today, set against the serene landscape near Udaipur, these temples continue to captivate visitors, offering a 
window into the cultural richness and spiritual depth of 11th-century India. 
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Macro Photography and the Amazing 
world of Insects 

by Dr. Sekhar Bandyopadhyay 

Macro photography is close-up photography  of small subjects including bugs, spiders, ants, flowers, dew drops , 
particles and many more. Out of all these, most thrilling is the world of insects. Primarily there are huge variations 
in this field with immense scope to capture moments of extreme climax and drama in wild life. All you need is 
extreme passion and dedication for macro photography. 

To master the tricks of good Macrophotography follow the A, B, C, D, E, rules at first.   

A: ALERT: Be vigilant and alert to get insects in action in their natural habitat. 

B: BEHAVIOUR OF INSECTS: The learning curve for understanding  behaviour of insects takes long time. One has to 
spend hours and days in the field for this. 

C: COMPOSITION:  While taking a close up of an insect often Head to head view gives a fabulous Picture of the 
helpless prey against the distinct compound eyes of the Predator. The angle of shooting changes according to the 
tone of the moment. 

D: DEPTH OF FIELD: In macrophotography limited depth of field is very important. At the closest focusing 
distances the depth of field becomes shallow. A lower aperture i.e. high f- number is required for acceptable 
sharpness of the image. The golden rule is : APERTURE: Between f8-f12 ( Never more than 16) 

E:  EQUIPMENTS:    1)  DSLR camera or Mirrorless camera 

2)  Macro lens with 1:1 magnification. In short the subject is projected at life Size on the camera    
sensor. If there is a subject of 2 cm length it will be Projected as 2 cm on a 35mm full frame 
sensor eliciting lot of details. 

                                      3) FLASH: Ring Flash is a good option for Macro photography. The author Prefers GODOX TT520 
II flash with a BEETLE DIFFUSER 

                                4) DIFFUSER: The author prefers to use BEETLE DIFFUSER, which can be easily made at home. 
The larger the diffuser the softer and more pleasing the light quality. Due to large surface 
area it gives very good diffuse lighting. Soft diffuse light create wonderful textures. The only 
disadvantage of a diffuser is its difficulty in negotiating in restricted spaces, dense shrubs & 
small bushes.  

 
CAMERA AND FLASH FITTED WITH BEETLE DIFFUSER 
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 5) TRIPOD : To get a distinct picture in a critical situation, where a photographer is shooting with manual focus 
and struggling  for a better depth of field use of a tripod gives optimal result.  
While shooting for macro photography, ideal settings should be : 

                                       ISO-100, MANUAL MODE 
                                      SHUTTER SPEED -125 
                                      APERTURE: Between f8- f12 (Never >f16) 
So get ready with your camera and gears and enjoy a different thrilling world of insects. You must have patience 
and passion for this special segment of photography. Go to the nearest forest as a first step of your first field visit. 
Even small bushes and shrubs at your backyard may surprise you with amazing friends waiting for your lens to 
capture the everyday drama in their lives. 

 ANTS: (Scientific name: Formicidae) They were my first subjects for macro photography. Their discipline, hard 
work and   tenacity   to protect their territory will teach you lessons of life. They are excellent in their behaviour. 

 

FIGHT BETWEEN TWO WEAVER ANTS (Scientific name : Oecophylla  smaragdina) OVER  A DEAD MOTH 

 
TWO WEAVER ANTS CARRYING A DEAD DAMSELFLY 
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WEAVER ANT CARRYING A FEATHER 

 

 
WEAVER ANTS CARRYING A BEETLE 

 

SPIDERS:  (Scientific name: Araneae, Order- Araneae, Phylum- 
!ǊǘƘǊƻǇƻŘŀύ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎƻǳƴŘǎ ǉǳƛǘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ нр Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ 
spiders kill 400-800 million tons of prey per year contributing to a 
huge balance in the eco system. They capture prey by different 
strategies: trapping it in sticky webs, lassoing it with sticky bolus, 
mimicking the prey to avoid detection or chasing it down. Here 
are some of the different moments of this species. 

 

JUMPING SPIDER (Scientific name: Salticidae) WITH A KILL 
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CLASH BETWEEN A JUMPING SPIDER AND A LYNX SPIDER 
(Scientific name: Oxyopidae) 

 

 

ARROGANT LOOK OF A JUMPING  SPIDER 
 

 

CLOSE UP OF A JUMPING SPIDER 

 

LITTLE JUMPING SPIDER WITH KILL 

 

CRAB SPIDER (Scientific name:Thomisidae) WITH KILL 

 

THE HUNGRY CATERPILLAR 
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CATERPILLAR (Scientific name: Lepidoptera) : Caterpillars are larval stages of members of the order lepidoptera. 
Most of them are voracious feeders and they eat mainly leaves, 1% of them eat insects, rarely they are 
cannibalistic as well. Although most of them are serious agricultural pests , some of them produce silk.  Macro 
photography  can be very colourful with this creature. 
FLIES  (Scientic name: Diptera, Order ς Diptera, Phylum ς Arthropoda) Flies have a mobile head, with a pair of 
large compound Eyes, and mouth parts designed for piercing and sucking. Diptera is a large order containing an 
estimated 100000 species including horse flies, crane flies, hoverflies and others., of which only 125000 species 
have been described. The compound eyes of horse fly, the colourful wings of fruit fly are exquisite for their 
textures in macro photography. The dramatic climax of Robberflies with prey can be captured with minute details. 

 
EYES OF HORSE FLY (Scientific name: Tabanidae) 

 
BANANA STALK FLY (Scientific name: Telostylinus lineolatus) 

 
FRUIT FLY (Scientific name: Drosophila melanogaster) 

 
BEETLE FLY (Scientific name: Celiphydae) 

 
ROBBERFLY (Scientific name: Asilidae) WITH CATCH 

 
POTRAIT OF A PRAYING MANTIS (Scientific name: Mantodea) 
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Munnar, a paradise for macro photography 
enthusiasts by Prasad Hamine 

 
AACOVER 

Munnar is a beautiful hill station in Kerala, known for its tea plantations, misty mountains and rich 
biodiversity. It is also a paradise for macro photography enthusiasts, has a variety of habitats, such as 
evergreen forests, grasslands, wetlands and rocky outcrops supporting rich herpetofauna.   I had the 
opportunity to join a herping photography tour at Munnar, where I explored the fascinating world of frogs, 
lizards, snakes and other invertebrates.Here is my story of the three-day tour, which was both 
challenging and rewarding. 

ü Day 1: Outskirts of Munnar 

We started our tour in the evening, after checking in to our hotel and having a brief introduction session. 
Our guide took us to the outskirts of Munnar, where we walked along a stream and searched for the 
elusive amphibians. 

¶ Raorchestes uthamani is a species of frog of the genus Raorchestes, which comprises of more than 50 
species of shrub frogs endemic to the Western Ghats. This frog is named after Uthaman, a forest guard 
who discovered it in 2001. It is a small frog, measuring about 2 cm in length, and has a bright yellow 
coloration with black spots. It is found only in the high elevation shola forests of Munnar and is critically 
endangered due to habitat loss and fragmentation.  


