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Preface to the 1¢h Issue
Greetingdrom Widlife PhotographyAssociation of India

It gives us immense pleasurepeoesent the 19th Issue of the WPAI Newsletter, a vibrant platform
dedicated to the exchange of ideas, creativity, and knowledge in the world of photography. With each
edition, we strive to bring together diverse perspectives that inspire both artisticesspn and

thoughtful dialogue among photographers and enthusiasts alike.

We extend our heartfelt gratitude to all contributors, readers, members, andwishers whose

continued support and enthusiasm make this journey meaningful. Your passion motisategeep

enhancing this platform as a space for learning, sharing, and creative growth.

We warmly invite your feedback and suggestions, and wish you continued inspiration and success in you
photographic pursuits.

Thel®articled { LJi Rh® Nlimatet NJB R IbyiAuxdva Dey offers a fascinating glimpse into the
hidden world of spidessy I G dzZNB5 Qa Y2aid STFFAOASYU YR RAODGSNES
Arachnida spiders play a vital ecological role by maintaining the balance of insect populations and
indicating the health of ecosystems. Through years of dedicated observation and photography, the
author captures the remarkable diversity, behavior, and huntingtstyies of various spider species

found across India. From ambush predators like crab spiders to agile hunters like jumping spiders, each
species reveals a unique survival technigue shaped by evolution. This article not only highlights the
biological and eological importance of spiders but also brings to light their intricate lives through
compelling field experiences and visual documentation, encouraging readers to appreciate these often
misunderstood yet essential creatures.

GYdzYoKF NHI 2y ByPR3IAL KRSBLIWEAYIK Aa | @GAradat 2RSS (
captivating yet understated natural landscapesumbhargaon and Bhigwan. Known for their serene
backwaters, rich biodiversity, and especially their vibrant birdlife, these regions offer a mafadis

nature lovers and photographers alike. Through this photo feature, the author invites readers into a
tranquil world where migratory birds, reflective waters, and rural simplicity come together in perfect
harmony. Each frame captures not just scergality but also fleeting moments of life, movement, and
atdAafttySaa GKFG RSTAYS (KSasS tFyRaoOl LISad ¢KAA O:
a reminder of the importance of preserving such ecological treasures for future generations.

G! yRSa a2 dzftyHajiyie Sartgyirgts Tachibana is a compelling visual narrative that captures
the raw beauty and dynamic essence of Andes Mountains in Chile. Renowned for his artistic excellence
and international recognition, the author bringsgether technical mastery and creative vision to

portray the everchanging character of waterfrom cascading mountain waterfalls to the rhythmic

motion of ocean waves. Through this series, he not only showcases the dramatic landscapes of southern
Chile, paticularly the La Araucania region, but also shares insights into the art cElqgugpure
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photography. The work reflects a deep connection with nature, patience in challenging conditions, and a
thoughtful approach to planning and execution. This photodeatstands as both an artistic exploration

and a practical inspiration for photographers seeking to capture the poetry of movement in natural
environments.

G/ NBFGAGS Cl & Kby Rluykesh $izasteRpiores IKedpéwer of innovation in redefining
conventional fashion imagery. Moving beyond repetitive styles, the author emphasizes the importance
of originality in vision, technique, and presentation to establish a unique photographic iddént#wing

from his experimental work during 204¥8, this feature presents a series of unconventional concepts
from underwater and liquiebased shoots to streenspired and costumelriven creations. Each

approach reflects a blend of imagination, technical skiltl stroughtful planningThis article serves as

both inspiration and guidance for photographers seeking to push creative boundaries and transform
fashion photography into a truly expressive art form.

G¢KS 22y RSNFdzZ al ONB 2 2 NIfRA 2 GIKNR dz3/ra SIOiBy 3R A
Rene Van Echelpoisl a heartfelt exploration of nature seen through the refined lens of macro
photography. Rooted in years of observation and deep respect for the natural world, the author presents
a truthful and detailed portrayal of insects and butterflies in their naturabitats. Blending technical

insight with personal experience, this article highlights the patience, knowledge, and sensitivity required
to capture the delicate beauty of these small yet fascinating subjects. More than just a photographic
guide, it is aeflection on connecting with nature and preserving its quiet elegance through the art of
imagery.

Gwl Ydzg 'y CSatA@lt 2F . FyA adzZaf AY /bybas TienbDaiffersO t ¢
a meaningful glimpse into the rich cultural and spiritual traditions of the Cham community in Binh Thuan.
Celebrated annually in August, the Ramuwan Festival reflects-iexed faith, reverence for ancestors,

and devotion to the Supreme Being aAtlah. Through this article, the author captures the essence of a
festival that beautifully blends spirituality, tradition, and community bondirsgrving as a bridge

between generations and a testament to the enduring cultural identity of the Cham people.

Thanking you

Chitrangad Kumar (Editor)
WPAI Newsletter
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SPIDER [The Ultimate predator]

by ArunavaDey

Spidersand their relatives are called arachnids. Scientists have groi
them together into a class called Arachnidaspider'sbody is in two sections
The head and thorax, bearing the eyes, mouthparts and legs, are fused tog
to form the cephalothorax. This is joined by a slim waist (pedicel) to the se:
body section, theabdomen, on which are found the silk spinning orgi

(spinnerets), the reproductive openings and the breathing organs (book |
and/or tracheae).

ARUNAVA DEY

The number of spider species known in India have risen steadily from 1067 species (Tikader, 1987), 1442 speci
(Siliwalet al., 2005), 1520 species (Sebastian & Peter, 200886 speciegKeswani et al., 2012). Presently, 1907
species under 490 genera in 61 families are known as per official record.

All spiders ar@redators Because of their abundance, they are the most important predators of insects.
Spiders are primarily carnivoréisat eat smaller insects. The unbeatable fact is that spiders are beneficial to
humans in multiple forms. Their presence plays an important role in the gardens and farms; they control the pests
in crops and also reduce level of chemicals in food products. Spilderdhave some adaptations that set them



https://www.britannica.com/science/predation
https://a-z-animals.com/blog/what-do-spiders-eat/
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apart from other arachnids. They are also a source of food for other creatures, such as birds and wasps. Thus, th
presence of spiders is an ecological indicator signaling the health of natural ecosystem.

2 v‘\\,: b,

Heavybodied jumper (Hyllus semicupreus) catch Green Crab Spider

The 43,000 plus spider species reveal an amazing diversity. Their habitats, their reproductive behaviors, their life
spans and their appearances all vary significantly. So do their husiytes. In this write up with support of
photographs, | am explaining the predatory behavior of défertypes of spider in Indial have been capturing
spider behavior just like food habit , reproductive behaviors, & hunting skills since 2019. useavey Nikon
D7500/D5300 camera with manual settings with-3@mm Nikon lens and macro filter with Manual Flash &
Homemade Flash Diffuser.

Here | discuss some identified common spiders spices and their prediastinct.

Crab SpidergThomisidag¢ TheThomisidaeare afamilyof spiders including about 17@eneraand over 2,100
speciess/ N} 6 &ALIARSNAE R2yUi dzAS 6So0asx o6dzi GKS& NS DNBI (
and wait and attack They sit and wait for prey. Theab spidemwill stay put in its hunting spdor days or even
weeks, sometimes changing color with its surroundings (camouflag@dg fine morning, | saw a bee sitting on a
flower for a long time without any movement of any activity. This inactivity on the part of the bee was very
intriguing. Whe | got close, | saw the bee had become a victim of a beautifully camouflaged crab spider. But when
| saw the spider | realized that the crab was also busy in mating. This was my first encounter with a crab spide
since then | started the documentatiori spider behavior.



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Family_(biology)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spider
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Genus
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1.Thomisusspider- White Flower crab spiders
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Wolf Spiders[Lycosidae] wolf spider also calledyround spideor hunting spidey any member of
the spiderfamily Lycosidae (order Araneida), a large amdespreadgroup of spider in India. Wolf
spiders are extremely common thoindoors and outdoors.They are often seen under rocks and pieces
of wood. These spiders run quickly over the ground in search of pkéyst wolf spiders are gray, black,
or brown, and are somewhat hainAfter laying her eggs, female wolf spidersnwdiny species will carry
their egg sacs until the eggs hatcdpon hatching, the spiderlings will then "ride" on the mother's back
until they are ready to hunt on their own.

Lynux Spideriynx spiders are great hunters commonly associated with the shrubby and grassy small woods.
They are also found in gardens, or watery grassland of rural India .They are very aggressive hunters sometime
cannibal. They position themselves in top or stalkthe leaf, in areas likely to attract insects. They have good
eyesight and, when potential prey comes within range, they spring out and chase them down. Lynx spiders are
exceptionally acrobatic when they have to be, leaping from branch to leaf in #eech



https://www.britannica.com/animal/spider-arachnid
https://www.britannica.com/dictionary/widespread
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Green lynx spider [Peucetia viridians]

Cannibalism of Lynx spider
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iii. Tapponia sgler

Big Orb Spider [ AraneidaelThey are always recognized by their big Orb and their great creation. They are the
most common group of builders of spiral whestlaped webs often found in gardens, fields, and forests allover
India.

a. Cyclosapder
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Argiope spThe Signature Spider (Argiope Anasuja) is also known as the Writing Spider and the Garden Spider. It
O2YY2yfé FT2dzy R Ay LYRAI 2FGSy Ay 2ySQa 3IIFNRSyYy 2N ol
had a signature spider ahy front door. | went to look and was so interested by the zigzag pattern on its web
which givesitthenam@ { A Iy I (§ &zNBE { LA RS NJ

Jumping spiders3alticidae | Members of the largest spider family (more th&®00specie$, jumping
spiders are diurnal and love to hunt in the sunshine. Unusually pretty for aidshthey come in often brightly



https://www.britannica.com/science/species-taxon
https://a-z-animals.com/blog/jumping-spiders-5-incredible-facts/
https://a-z-animals.com/blog/jumping-spiders-5-incredible-facts/
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colored, strikingly patterned & sizes. They range in size from 2 to 22 mm (0.08 to 0.87 inch), although most are
small to mediurssized. They are very common in India.

Phaeacius lancearius FamilySalticidaejomping spidersBARK JUMPING SPIDER

Epeudndicus (F)Family:Salticidae jumping spidery



https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Phaeacius_lancearius&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jumping_spider
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jumping_spider
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Telamonia dimidiate (Fyvo-striped jumper spider
Spitting spiders $cytodidag : A common irthe time of rainy season in the local woods of West Bergah
unable to understand why they are invisible other time. In rainy season they are found in the top of the rounded
leaves with their eggsack.
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Ant-mimicking jumping spider [Myrmarachne:JThey act like an ant, thats why they are called
antmimicking spiders. Most species are daytime hunters and live together with ants, mimicking their behavior and
sometimes even possessing their chemical traits.

Corinnid sac spiders [Corinnidae] :
TheCoarinnidae formerly belonged to th@lubionidaebut are now considered a separate family. The spiders are
very fast and small to medium in size witimg thin legs. They occur on leaves or bark of trees and hunt in the
open and on tree trunks. A number of species are ant mimics and move as such.



https://www.arachnophoto.com/en/clubionidae-2/
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Tetragnathidae/ 2 YY 2y f & Ojavied Gt SA[2SWNFE ¢ (KSaS:T Fa GKS ¥FYS L
shaped web, yet, these are not the original @rbavers. They go by their name, though, since they have longer
LISRALI f LJA | YR2DESE A DR NEDLS. &HdakefeRtiieiIvebs built by these are usually at an
angle, or horizontal.

LongJawed Orb Weavey Tetragnatha spider
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Tree trunkspiders[Hersilidae]: a ¢ @i2- Af SR { LARSNE Aa I O2YY2y &L
sometimes on wet walls. It is called so because of its two datrg spinnerets that appear like tailBhis
spider is not large, but has considerably long feet, and stays motionless on the tree trunk, awaiting the
approaching prey.

Twortailed spiders

Huntsman spidergSparrasidaé In my study, huntsmans spider are the larggsitlersin India by legman

and can be as big as a plate. The Huntsman spiders, belonging to the family Sparrasidae, are large spiders, and ¢
rather commonly seen in homes and suburbs, than in forests. They are normally nocturnal in behavior and also ¢
great hunter. The femalspider carry their big size eggsack and its fang is too big . But Green Huntsman spiders
are very beautiful in Green colour. The bite of Huntsman spiders are very painful. | was bitten two times by the
huntsman spider in the year 2020.

Giant huntsman spider (Heteropoda maxima) Micrommata virescens, common name green
huntsman spider
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In nature a twist will always be so the hunter will also be hunted by the other predator. The name of that
predicator is Spider wasp. They attack spider then pardlygeSY A G K GKSANI @Sy2Y {GKI
2 1 {t ¢ ® whshXBitiRy$ ahil paralyses the spider, and then drags or flies it back to the burrow. Then they are
lay egg on the spider's body, and seal it in a chamber or cell at the end of the burrolanfhbatches and feeds

on the body of the spider before pupating in a thin silky cocoon in the cell.
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Kumbhargaon and Bhigwan
P h OtO feat LI re by Gagandeep Singh

ChestnutSandgrouse

ChinkaraPissing
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Indian Courser with catch
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dnecked:alcon post kill
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Andes Mountain Range

by Hajime Sanguinetti Tachibana

Hajime Sanguinettlachibana, a Chilean artistic photographer, a regular participal
international competitions. | have QPSA, GPU cr2, GPU Aphrodite, GPU vipl,
distinctions, | have won various awards, including 6 golden. | am president of the
Cine Club of Vagzaiso Chile. | am one of the organizers of the first digital photogre
circuit in Chile, sponsored by PSA. Chile Photo Award

Used equipment Sony camera alfa 6500 sony 10/18 f4 lens and a7c camera with 1t
Hajime lens, 10stop square ND filter, Manfrottbe free tripod.

Chile, a country whose territory is a strip of land between the Andes mountain range (mountains and hills) and the
sea, this causes an infinity of places of great beauty, among which | am interested in showing water in movement,
which onthe one hand, is generated by melting ice in the mountains where innumerable tributaries generate
watercourses and waterfalls of different types and flows and on the other hand, the movement of the waves in

the sea hitting the coastal rocks.

BreakingWaves Contencion Mdtural

There are many techniques to photograph moving water such as freezing the image, taking medium exposure
shots only forcing the camera parameters and high exposure using the camera parameters + ND filters. It is worth
saying that there are Apps to calculdke appropriate exposure time. It is also important to note that the new
technologies contained in the most modern cameras help a lot to manage the ISO, dynamic range and noise level,
since, being natural places, the lighting is often poor and very csiytra

The series that | present are of waterfalls in the mountainous sector of southern Chile, particularly in the sector of
La Araucania, where most of them require long treks to get closer to these places. | also incorporate moving
waters in the sea, sae all the watercourses from the Andes mountain range flow into it. The photos were made
with high exposure technique with ND filter.
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The conditions to take these photos are very diverse
from days in full sun, cloudy andsaltemporary with
rain. Also consider that it is not always possible to fin
suitable and optimal place to install the equipment,
many times you just have to improvise.

To achieve good results, it is very important to plan tl
type of photo to take, tdake the necessary equipmen
to consider the distance to be walked and the weight
the equipment. It is recommended to review some
images on the internet to have a clearer idea of the
sector. Always carry rain cover for the equipment anc
waterproof bagssince it rains at any time in Andean
sectors.

'1""‘" ’\“‘1""' **a

Laja Waterfall

PrincessWaterfall The IndianWaterfall
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The Root Waterfall
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Truful Rver
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Truful Waterfall
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Creative Fashion Photography

By Mukesh Srivastava, EFIAP, FIE, FFIP

Normally we shoot fashion in conventional style with repeated concepts. To
make one self recogniseas a different fashion photographer, we must be

CREATIVE in Vision, shooting techniques and presentation. Here are a few
creative concept in Fashion Photography, which | experimented during 291

1. Underwater Fashion Shoot :

Sush fashion photography i®ry challenging and interesting too. We need to select the camera
housing first which should be true waterproof.

Waterproof Camera Housing :

1. The most reliable camera housing is a dedicated one for the camera model. LiKke8aD$-ig.1).

It can perfom safely upto 100Mts depth. But it is very costly and priced at Rs 2.3 Lacs.

2. Another cheaper option is the universal camera housing which can accommodate any DSLR camel
(Fig.2). It can work safely upto 30Mts depth and costs Rs. 8000.

3. Third option isGoPro Hero 7(Fig.3) which is priced Rs 37000 and can perform well upto 30 feet
depth.

Important aspects :

Swimming :

Both the model and the photographer must know swimming.
Outfit :

Ouitfits should be colourful like red, blue, green etc. If we use saapped around the model we can

create attractive shapes.

| used the second waterproof housing and saari wrap to shoot first underwater fashion in eastern

India. See a few (Fig3,6 & 7)
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i=' SERSEA

Fig. tPro Waterproof housing d80A00mtsMDX
D800 WaterproofHousing Fig. 2Waterproof case for DSLR

Fig. 3Go Pro Herey

Fig. 5 B ig.6 o
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Fig. 7
Camera & Lens :

Any DSLR preferably full frame. Lens should be wide angle sucHl@amb, 1635mm, 1424mm.
2. Milky Bath :

Another interesting creativE&ashion photography is Milky bath. For such photography a water tank of

z A A X A

G fS8SIrad oQEcQ 6AGK H FSSi RSLIK Aa ySSRSRo
distemper with water and pour in the water tank.

Lighting :

Use just one strobe lightreferably Octa softbox.

Outfit :

Use contrasting color outfits like red, black etc.

Shooting Angle :

Use a ladder and shoot from top. Do not forget to use a grey card for proper white balance.
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Camera & Lens :

Any DSLR preferably full frame. Lensl08nm, 2470mm, 50mm etc.

| did such creative Fashion shoots for the first time in India. See a few images (Fig. 8 & 9)

Fig.8 Fig.9

3. Honey Bath :

Another veryinteresting creative fashion photography. For this we should use Honey around 5Kgs and
large diameter utensils. We can get such utensils from the caterer. Ask the model to stand and pose ir
the middle of the utensil and ask your assistant to pour honesnftop.

Lighting :

Normal studio lighting like Key light, Fill Light and back light.

Camera & Lens :

Any DSLR preferably full frame. Lensl08mm, 2470mm, 50mm etc.

Do not forget to use a grey card for proper white balance.

| did such creative fashiomgots for the first time in India. See a few images (Fig.10 & 11)




